Providing quality care in childhood cancer survivorship: learning from the past, looking to the future.
As we move into the 21st century, we are faced with an increasing number of childhood cancer survivors who are living into their middle adult years and beyond. Providing appropriate, comprehensive follow-up care is a challenge for health care providers and one that can be met by developing quality follow-up programs for all childhood cancer survivors. The focus of these programs should be to educate these survivors on strategies to maximize their health and well being. This article discusses the evolution of survivor clinics, strategies for developing a quality program, and the role of nursing in the care of childhood cancer survivors.